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C H R I S  B R A Y  P H O T O G R A P H Y

CHRISTMAS
ISLAND
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2,600km northwest of Perth lies Australia’s 
best-kept secret: ‘The Galapagos of the Indian 
Ocean’ - a stunning tropical paradise full of rare 
and unusual birds, incomprehensible numbers 
of crabs, waterfalls, turtle-nesting beaches and 
some of the world’s best snorkelling over crystal 
clear, warm, tropical reefs. This excitingly unique 
and completely unrivalled week-long photography 
tour includes 4WD-ing, boat trips, snorkelling, 
blowholes, cave swims, presentations by park 
rangers, all meals & drinks, a hotel room with 
precious air-conditioning and a view over the 
ocean!

Please check the website for up to date
information on price, hosts, dates and
inclusions.

Highlights
• Photographing frigatebirds, the endemic Golden Bosun tropic bird 

and boobys, both nesting and on the wing, as they fly past at eye 
level at the many lookouts.

• Snorkelling in 28deg water with 30m visibility on one of the best 
house reefs in the world and a boat trip out to further reefs with 
the chance to swim with dolphins.

• Seeing the huge variety, size, shape and colour of crabs everywhere 
- from giant coconut crabs to little hermit crabs and hundreds of 
the famous red crabs!

• Photographing the waterfall and reflection pools at ‘The Dales’ while 
looking for glow-in-the-dark mushrooms.

• Huge blowholes, erupting plumes of water above you.
• Beautiful ocean sunsets and silhouetted palm trees, just outside 

your air-conditioned, waterfront hotel room.
• Presentations by park rangers and special access to photograph 

endemic species they are caring for.
• We’ll pause to crouch, cameras in hand, beside some natural pools 

of water as flocks of soaring frigate birds swoop down right in front 
of us and dramatically scoop up beakfulls of water to drink on the 
wing! Amazing!

The Best of Christmas Island

CHRISTMAS ISLAND 
TOUR

https://chrisbrayphotography.com/tours/christmas_island.php
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Want to brush up on your photography skills before we go? 

The fastest way to get off ‘Auto’ and unlock the creative potential of your camera.

http://www.chrisbrayphotography.com/courses/

Online photography course videos
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On Tuesdays, Virgin flies directly to Christmas Island from Perth, touching down in the late afternoon. Once landed we’ll pile into our three 4WD vehicles 

and head down to ‘The Sunset’, our beautiful ocean-front, air-conditioned hotel accommodation for the week, located in the main settlement on Christmas 

Island. We won’t stay long because the sun will be just about to set so we’ll whisk you off to the historic Taj Jin House at Smiths Point, the grounds of the 

former British District Officers Residence and now the community museum and function room. We’ll have welcome drinks out on the balcony before a 

quick introductory slide show and photography crash course inside. After the slide show the local catering company will provide an amazing roast dinner 

as we celebrate the start of what will be an amazing week ahead of us! 

Those keen for a sunrise shoot can come with us down to the cove just before 

dawn to capture the flowing movement of the ocean as it swirls past the 

unique rocky outcrops in the shallows. We’ll then enjoy breakfast together 

before heading off to Lily Beach & Ethel Beach for this morning’s photography 

adventure! It’s a short 4WD trip to get to the start of the boardwalk, but on 

the way we know of a place where Red-footed Boobies nest in trees beside 

the road, and if we’re lucky they may even be hopping awkwardly around on 

the ground looking for nest-building sticks, completely oblivious to us as we 

walk right up to them to photograph their colourful faces. The boardwalk 

itself is lovely, but hop off part way (we’ve got special permission) and 

carefully follow us through the maze of limestone, punctuated by erupting 

blow-holes, around to where scores of fearless Brown Boobies and Red-

tailed Tropicbirds nest right on the ground, oblivious to us and our cameras 

beside them. Some will have eggs and even chicks! We’ll have lunch back at 

Settlement and in the afternoon we’ll wander down to flying fish cove, don 

our mask and fins, and slip into the 28 degree, crystal clear water. Few places 

on Earth can boast a snorkelling ‘house-reef’ as incredible as this, and surely 

none so accessible, with a kaleidoscope of colourful fish and coral all around. 

Later, we’ll try for a shot of the sunset colours behind silhouetted palm trees 

at the nearby Rocky Point at sun-down, and then finish up with an amazing 

dinner at the lively ‘Golden Bosun’ pub on the corner.

ITINERARY

Day 1 - Perth to Christmas Island

Day 2 - Lily & Ethel Beach, Snorkel
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This morning we’ve organised a very special experience for you: a rare 

photographic opportunity and a chance to help save a species. As a treat this 

morning we’ve organised one of the National Park rangers to present an exclusive 

slideshow for us, teaching us about Christmas Island’s endemic species and their 

conservation. After a quick break we’ll then take a look at the photo organising 

software Adobe Lightroom, showing how you how to use this program to get the 

most out of your photos.  Following a picnic lunch we’ll then drive 

out to ‘The Pink House’ - a research centre in the middle of the rainforest, 

where CI National Parks have just finished building a series of big enclosures 

for the release of their captive-bred population Blue-Tailed Skink, an endemic 

species which is now believed to be extinct in the wild. Apart from a small 

population held in Sydney’s Taronga Zoo for safekeeping, the lizards here in 

this breeding program are the only ones left on the planet. We’ve negotiated a 

great opportunity here: if we all spend a couple of hours helping National Parks 

with their current projects like collecting bugs, cleaning enclosures and whatever 

other jobs need doing when we visit, we’ll have access to get some fantastic 

shots of these impossibly rare, colourful skinks as they scamper around their 

enclosures. We’re even allowed to climb into the enclosures to get some great 

macro close-ups! Part of the deal is we offer any cool skink shots to NPW to help 

their conservation efforts and Chris Bray Photography will also donate $1000 

to help National Parks continue the project. All in all an exciting, hands-on, and 

helpful day of conservation & photography! This evening’s sunset shoot will be at 

Rocky Point before dinner at a different local restaurant.

Day 3 - National Parks & Lightroom

We’ll shoot the sunrise through the cliff-sided walls of Lily Beach 

before another pool-side breakfast. You’ll need some energy as 

today we’re driving the jaw-clenching 4WD track down to Greta 

Beach, halting every couple of minutes for one of you to hop out and 

usher red crabs off the road. The beach is amazing with Noddy Terns 

nesting in the surrounding cliffs, thousands of adorable little hermit 

crabs clambering around rocks, and for those who love beach-

combing, the amount of stuff that ocean currents wash up onto this 

remote beach is unbelievable. After Greta Beach, we drive onwards 

to the start of the 2km track (most boardwalk) through the rainforest 

to Dolly Beach. The walk itself is wonderful, leading around the 

huge trees, vines and fungi and filled with a variety of crab species. 

Dolly Beach is one of the prettiest and most secluded beaches on 

Christmas Island. Deserted most of the time, it has the whitest sand 

on Christmas Island, a fresh water stream, and is overhung by idyllic 

coconut palms. Turtles nest on the beach year-round too - look for 

the tracks of nesting adults and emerging hatchlings amongst the 

drifted logs and coconuts! It was ranked Australia’s 7th best beach 

in 2016 (and if you are staying on with us for Cocos (Keeling) Island 

tour you’ll be able to check out Australia’s #1 beach ‘Cossies Beach’). 

Tonight we’ll head to a breathtaking lookout at Territory Day Park to 

enjoy sunset drinks and a BBQ dinner while gazing out over the bay 

far below. With frigate birds, boobies, bats and tropicbirds (including 

the stunning, endemic Golden Bosun variety) soaring majestically 

right past at eye-level, and the Christmas Island famous red crabs 

munching on the leaf-litter at your feet, the magic of this incredible 

place will capture your heart.

Day 4 - Greta & Dolly Beach
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After sunrise and a hearty cooked breakfast down at the waterfront of 

Flying Fish Cove, this morning we’ll divide our time by finishing our 1-on-1 

sessions with you all and snorkeling down at the cove before we have lunch 

at a lovely local cafe and set off for the afternoon activities. This afternoon 

we’ll first drive out to Margaret Knoll Lookout where Christmas Island’s many 

and varied bird species soar past at eye level. We’ll then continue onwards 

towards Christmas Island’s Blow Holes, but on the way we’ll hopefully be 

able to stop and crouch, cameras in hand, beside some natural pools of 

water as flocks of soaring frigate birds swoop down right in front of us and 

dramatically scoop up beakfulls of water to drink on the wing! Amazing! Our 

next stop will be at the most beautiful strangler fig on Christmas Island. Red 

crabs will be crawling around its roots, the vibrant green moss will sparkle 

like an emerald in the forest, and the twists and turns of its trunk system will 

have you mesmerised! As we drive closer to the Blow Holes you’ll start to 

hear the roar of the ocean being pushed up through the narrow tunnels in 

the limestone rocks. It’s a beautiful boardwalk and viewing platform where, 

depending on what the ocean swell is doing, the explosive spouts of water 

can tower up to 20 meters high. It is quite a spectacle in the late afternoon 

when the sinking rays of sun highlight the mist and spray. 

It’s ‘movie night’ tonight and we have sponsored it! All the locals gather 

at the outdoor (and only) cinema on Christmas Island to watch the latest 

movie - if the plane delivers it in time! We’ll shout you tickets and one of the 

homemade choc-tops too!

Day 6 - Boat excursion and the Dales:

After another pool-side continental breakfast at ‘The Sunset’, today we’re 

splitting the group in half. Half of you will go with Jess to visit a few local 

favourites: the ‘Sitting Room’ and ‘The Grotto’. You’ll head down a secret 

path where, perched on rocks above the waves, you can photograph birds 

in the air as well as nesting tropicbirds and boobies in the surrounding 

shrubs. After sitting here a while you’ll understand why it’s called the ‘Sitting 

Room’. After this, Jess will guide you along a little crab-covered track to ‘The 

Grotto’ - a wonderfully secluded, flooded cave opening with a white sandy 

bottom glowing blue.

Day 5 - Blowholes, Lookout & Film
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This morning is the reverse of yesterday morning, where those who went snorkelling now go to ‘Sitting Rock’ and ‘The Grotto’, and the others go on 

the boat to the dive sites, reuniting again for lunch. This afternoon we’ll be checking in with National Parks for a unique and close up experience with 

orphaned birds like the Abbots Boobies, tropicbirds and Frigate birds. We’ll arrive at feeding time so you can photograph them as well as hear about 

all their conservation and the effort being made to release these birds back into the wild. This is not something that is available to the public and we 

are very fortunate for Parks to allow us into the enclosure to photograph these endangered species up close! We’ll enjoy a gourmet meal as the final 

farewell to what has been the most amazing week.

Day 7 - Boat Excursion & Grotto

We’ve organised a great cooked breakfast for our last morning. We’ll head off after we have checked out mid-morning to photograph any places we 

might have been unable to tick off until now, and visit the Christmas Island Museum and visitors center for any scriveners. After lunch at a local cafe we’ll 

all go to the airport. Today’s flight goes back to Perth via Cocos (Keeling) Island, so why not join us for our Cocos (Keeling) Island tour before flying back 

home!? As you depart Christmas Island, a small piece of your heart will forever stay here, and just a little of the island will always stay with you too - not 

to mention the thousands and thousands of amazing photos that’ll soon adorn your home! 

Day 8 - Fly to Cocos (Keeling) Islands

The rise and fall of the ocean swirls through it like a refreshing, mid-jungle spa, so make sure you bring your swimmers! Meanwhile, the other half of 

you will accompany Chris for a morning out with Hama, the best dive-boat operator on Christmas Island. You’ll explore the coastline from the sea and 

scoot around to the NW corner of Christmas Island to a number of stunning snorkelling sites. The water is the clearest you’ll ever see! Depending on 

the weather there’s the possibility of snorkelling over shipwrecks and maybe even swimming with Spinner Dolphins up close in the clear blue water! 

Chris can teach you how to duck-dive under for some close-up underwater photos if you’re keen. 

After our adventures we’ll all reunite for a late picnic lunch before setting off on our 4WD trip across to ‘The Dales’ on the far side of Christmas Island. As 

the saying goes, “up-hill and down-dales”, this corner of Christmas Island has several little gullies through which streams gently meander amidst what 

looks like an enchanted forest of trees with ornate buttress roots and fungi. The boardwalk leads us beneath a jungle canopy filled with bird-calls and 

up to a picturesque waterfall. Be careful not to tread on any of the thousands of big red crabs - or the slightly shyer blue ones - dotting the landscape 

and pathway. If we keep our eyes open we might even spot the largest land-living arthropod in the world - a giant Robber Crab (aka Coconut Crab) - 

with a leg span of almost 1m! Christmas Island has the world’s largest and densest population of these colourful giants, and to be able to walk right up 

to them and macro photograph their alien-like features is simply amazing. We may even get to enjoy the sun setting over the ocean from Martin Point 

Lookout, beside a spectacular blowhole, and when we’re done photographing we’ll head back to our town for a hearty dinner.
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ABOUT 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND
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Christmas Island is a stunning tropical paradise, overflowing with so 

many endemic species that it’s often referred to as ‘The Galapagos of 

the Indian Ocean’. Few people have looked closely enough at the globe 

to locate this small, vibrant emerald - about 2,600km northwest of Perth 

- shimmering in the midst of the vast blue waters of the Indian Ocean. It’s 

one of the most recently discovered and settled islands on the planet, 

and although mostly known for its tiny immigration detention centre 

recently installed on the far side, 63% of the island is actually national 

park. It’s one of the world’s truly spectacular tropical seabird breeding 

stations boasting many rare and unusual birds - all fearless of man. It 

has incomprehensible numbers and varieties of crabs, waterfalls, crystal 

clear tropical reefs (offering some of the best snorkelling in the world) 

and glorious deserted beaches where the only footprints are those 

made by nesting turtles.

Even though it is an Australian Territory, Christmas Island is located 

2600km north-west of Perth, Western Australia. Its closest neighbour is 

Java, 360km away. 

About Christmas Island

Christmas Island is tropical, with wet and dry seasons. We visit the island 

in June, just at the end of the wet season. We’ve thought long and hard 

about the best dates, asked all the people ‘in the know’ and we believe this 

is the best time of year for the type of tour we want to run. Being June, the 

wet season has made everything lush and green but most of the rain will 

have passed, there are still HEAPS of red (and other crabs) littering the 

ground in the right places (unlike during the dry season) and the birds will 

be nesting which is great for photography. Christmas Island weather is 

also fairly routine this time of year – it’s generally around 28 to 30 degrees 

during the day, getting to a low of 22 degrees in the evening, with 80% to 

90% humidity and often raining in the afternoons. You’ll therefore need 

a good raincoat and possibly even a rain cover for your camera and lens.

If we were to visit over the rainy season, when the red crab migration is on, 

it would be VERY wet and all the roads would be closed due to the crabs, 

so our access around the island would be limited. Not to mention the fact 

that the exact timing of the crab migration is unpredictable anyway, so we 

couldn’t reliably schedule a tour to coincide with it even if we wanted to. 

Climate

Telstra GSM mobile network is the only phone service provider with 

coverage on Christmas Island. You will have phone coverage only when in 

town and as there is no 3G or 4G coverage, you will be unable to access 

the internet from your smart phones. If you wish to try to be contactable 

by phone and don’t use Telstra normally, we suggest you buy a Telstra pre-

paid sim card - they are only $2 (purchase from Australia Post outlets or 

Telstra shops) and you can load it with $30, $40 or $50 initial credit. To do 

this you’ll need to make sure that your phone is not ‘locked’ by your current 

service provider. You can ‘unlock’ your phone by calling your provider and 

requesting they do this for you. Remember you’re on holiday though - it 

might be nice to be out of contact! We will be bringing a satellite phone 

that will have coverage all over the island in case of emergencies. There is 

WiFi interent access at our accomodation, the “Sunset Lodge”. 

Mobile Phone Reception and Internet
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GETTING 
ORGANISED
Before you go
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Area: 135 km² 

Time Zone: Christmas Island is one hour behind 

Australian Western Standard Time (AWST) and three 

hours behind Australian Eastern Standard Time. (AEST).

Currency: AUD

Electricity: 240V 

The price of the tour does not include flights from your hometown to Christmas Island. Virgin 

is the only airline to offer flights to Christmas Island from Perth, WA and operate out of the 

Perth International Terminal. The Tour starts on a Tuesday to allow you to catch the direct 

flight between Perth to Christmas Island. The Tour finishes on a Tuesday so you can catch 

the scheduled flight back to Perth via the Cocos Keeling Islands. If you need any assistance 

booking your flights to Christmas Island please contact Lisa (lisa@indianoceanexperiences.

com.au) - she specalises in booking flights to Christmas and Cocos (Keeling) Islands. 

Please be aware that the planes can only land on Christmas Island if they have a clear 

visual approach and it is not uncommon for aircraft to abort landings due to low clouds, 

fog, storms and other weather conditions outside of our control – this could theoretically 

delay flights by days at either end of the journey so please keep this in mind when booking 

on our tour. We will not extend the tour to compensate for any reduction in time on the 

island such flight issues may cause, nor will we cover the cost of your extended stay on the 

island if the scheduled departure doesn’t occur. We recommend that you select suitable 

travel insurance cover to insure yourself against unexpected costs such as these. If you are 

flying from another Australian destination to Perth for the connecting flight to Christmas 

Island, we recommend booking these flights with Virgin Australia. Most Virgin flights land at 

the Perth T1 Domestic Airport, which is in the same building as the T1 international airport 

where the Christmas Island flight departs from. Other airlines like Qantas land and depart 

from T4 terminal, it can take up to 20mins to transfer between T1 and T4 terminals. If you 

do have any flight delays when travelling to / from Christmas Island, Virgin will look after you 

better if your connecting flight is booked with them.  

Customs and Immigration - because you’ll be departing and landing at the International 

terminal in Perth all customs and immigration will be the same as if you were travelling 

internationally.  You’ll need to fill in a customs declaration form when exiting and entering 

back into Perth. And do all the things you would normally do if you were going to / returning 

from an overseas journey, like cleaning the bottom of your shoes to remove any soil, having 

all liquids, aerosols and gels being under 100ml, and not returning with any animal or plant 

material.

Airport Transfer
You’ll touch-down mid afternoon, pile into our three 

4WD vehicles and head down to ‘Flying Fish Cove’ (the 

main settlement on the island) to our beautiful ocean-

front, air-conditioned hotel accommodation for the 

week. After lunch on the final day we’ll checkout from our 

accommodation and head back to the airport for your 

flight to Perth.

Flights

Stop Over Accommodation
If you are stopping over for a night in Perth before the 

Tour and don’t want to travel into the city, we recommend 

staying at Sanno Marracoonda Perth Airport Hotel. It’s 

functional (not flash) but has free airport transfers, 24 hr 

reception and a resturant attached. 

Duty free purchases may be made for travel to and from 

Christmas Island. For more information about where to 

claim your items, please visit https://www.perthairport.

com.au/at-the-airport/shop-and-eat/shop/jr-duty-free.

http://www.sannohotel.com.au/location/
https://www.perthairport.com.au/at-the-airport/shop-and-eat/shop/jr-duty-free
https://www.perthairport.com.au/at-the-airport/shop-and-eat/shop/jr-duty-free
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Accommodation for the week is at ‘The Sunset’. All 

accommodation is twin-share. So, if you’re booking 

on your own (as people very often do), then expect 

to share a room with someone else. If you’re 

booking as a couple, then please let us know so we 

can try and organise a double bed rather than two 

singles. For solo travellers we can’t guarantee that 

we’ll always have you sharing with someone of the 

same sex - it depends on the gender split - but we 

do our best. We can arrange a single supplement 

for an extra fee upon request, please just ask us! 

Accomodation Arrangements

The exact itinerary may be shuffled around and 

tweaked due to weather, but you can rest assured 

that we’ll be working flat-out to get you to all the 

best places, at the best times, for the best photos 

possible. There will be no refunds due to poor 

weather or similar changes forced upon us by 

factors outside our control, as per our Booking 

Terms and Conditions.

Itinerary Information

Driving
We hire three 4WD’s during our stay on the island, 

your two photography guides (Chris & Jess) will 

drive a car each and we’ll share the driving of the 

third 4WD with you, our guests. So if you don’t mind 

taking a turn at driving, please let us know during 

the trip! Just try to avoid running over the crabs and 

make sure to leave a big gap between all the 4WD’s 

on the dirt tracks!!

Part of the joy of this secret paradise is that so few tourists visit each year - just a couple of hundred 

(that’s it!) - so we can’t expect much in the way of facilities unlike, say, the Galapagos. To get to the 

best photographic spots sometimes involves decent walks on uneven, slippery, undulating terrain, 

coupled with a hot and humid environment. 

To put things into perspective, Christmas Island was once a coral reef that was ‘up-lifted’, so there 

are some places off-boardwalks where walking around involves some balance, dexterity and 

careful treading between jagged pinnacles of sharp limestone. Also, the ground is often littered 

and undermined with crab holes, making even a sure foot placement unstable. We don’t mean to 

put you off - if you have a good level of fitness, mobility, balance and dexterity you’ll absolutely love 

this island and if you ever feel like some of the walks are not for you, there are always options and 

other things to photograph near by.  

The longest walk on the tour is the 4km return walk to Dolly Beach; this is mostly on a flat boardwalk 

that can be slippery at times. We are never in a hurry on this walk and are always stopping to take 

photographs. The next longest walk is 1.5km return to Hugh’s Dale Waterfall, again this is mostly 

flat and on a boardwalk however there are a few sets of stairs at the end of the walk to get you to 

the waterfall. If you ever feel like you are not up to the walk there are always things to photograph 

near by in the car parks.   

We reserve the right to decline guests from booking on this trip if we feel they may not be well 

suited, may hurt themselves, or detract from the experience of the other clients by holding the 

group back.

Physical Activity and Fitness
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This group is for those who’ve been on (or are about to 

go on) a Chris Bray Photography Tour. This is a space 

to e-meet fellow travellers, ask questions of veteran 

travellers and generally get excited (or reminisce) 

about the trip of a lifetime! You must be booked in to 

join (or to contribute), but feel free to check it out and 

read what people have said.

Chris Bray Photography voyager club

Chris Bray Photography will not be liable for any 

damage to your camera gear or equipment, nor your 

personal health or wellbeing. You MUST obtain your 

own travel insurance and we recommend that you 

organise this insurance as soon as you have paid 

the initial deposit on the tour. Ensure your selected 

insurance will cover you against any damage to your 

property (ie camera gear) or any financial loss due to 

an unexpected cancellation (see our payment Terms 

& Conditions). Our travel agent is very willing and able 

to help secure you the best travel insurance deal. Just 

email us tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com if you’d like 

to be put in touch with them. Once you’ve organised 

your insurance, please email a copy of your policy 

through to tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com.

Travel Insurance

When you book into the tour you’ll receive your own 

personal login details to our voyager guest online hub 

where you will need to fill in your medical details. We 

don’t mind what medication you take, but importantly 

we do need this information to present to hospital 

staff should you be taken ill or have an accident – 

such information could then save your life. If you 

carry any life-critical medication such as an Epipen for 

Anaphylaxis, it is important that you tell us where we 

can find it, in case you need it in an emergency.

As mentioned we carry a satellite phone just in case we have a problem in a reception black-hole. Jess and I have been trained in remote-area first aid 

training and will carry an extensive first aid kit, although you must bring any personal medication, which you may likely need.

Medical Information

In Case of Emergency

All meals are provided. A moderate amount of drinks are included and any additional drinks must be purchased at your own expense. We can visit 

the shops en-route if you wish. FYI Christmas Island is both duty and GST free, therefore alcohol is amazingly cheap to buy at the supermarket! While 

we strive to get you the best quality meals (including getting an external catering company to fly in fresh produce for our picnics etc.) we will dine at 

some of the local restaurants too, where the standard of some of the meals is not high-end. We get you the best we can. We can cater for some special 

dietary requirements, including vegetarians, but it’s best to discuss this with us before you book, as options can be limited on the island. As the island’s 

population is 70% Chinese, there are a lot of Chinese eateries on the Island, as well as Chinese grocery stores. If there are some food items that you just 

can’t live without for the week we recommend that you bring them yourself as there is every possibility that these items won’t be available on the island.

Food and Drink

Smoking

Passports and visas are not required when travelling to Christmas Island from the Australian mainland; government issued photographic identification 

like a driver’s licence will suffice. However we recommend that if you have a passport to bring it with you, it’ll make going through Immigration and 

Customs quicker and more efficient. 

Customs and Immigration

While we don’t ban smoking on our tours, we generally encourage guests not to smoke on tour if possible. Many places we visit will have smoking bans 

in place (many National Parks, public restaurants etc). If you do choose to smoke while on tour, we just ask that you be mindful of your fellow tour guests 

by smoking discreetly in designated smoking areas away from the group, away from communal dining areas and accommodation rooms (particularly if 

sharing a room with someone else on the tour). Some of our past tour guests have actually decided to use our tour as an opportunity to cut back on 

their smoking habit or quit altogether and have seen lasting results upon returning home. Why not give it a shot!? We’ll be cheering you on.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/284882211541277/
mailto:tours%40ChrisBrayPhotography.com?subject=
mailto:tours%40ChrisBrayPhotography.com?subject=
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WHAT TO PACK
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Remember to check the luggage limits of your chosen flights. It’s a good idea to use your camera backpack/daypack as your carry-on luggage. (See our 

‘Domestic Tour Camera Advice’ info booklet).

In terms of clothes, it’s really up to you, but keep it comfortable 

and practical – giving you heaps of mobility to clamber over rocks, 

crouch or even lay down for those interesting angle shots etc. This is 

a practical photography tour - we’re going out there to take photos, 

not to be seen. So honestly I wouldn’t pack any fancy gear, even for 

evening meals, simply because on the occasions where we do eat 

out, there may not be time to get changed into such clothes anyway. 

Remember less clothes means more camera gear, so don’t go 

overboard, ladies! Ha ha.

Most of the time you’ll find yourself in shorts (or light weight trousers) 

and T-shirts. It’s best to bring some older clothes that you don’t mind 

getting dirty/muddy if it starts raining!

What kind of bags do I bring?

Clothing

Code of Conduct
The aim of the tour is to have an enjoyable time learning and practicing 

photography with like-minded people, photographing some of the most 

amazing subjects in the world while also lapping up a few of life’s little 

luxuries. CBP also aims to allow our guests to appreciate the natural world in 

a sustainable manner, so future generations can continue to experience its 

beauty. As per our ‘Booking Terms and Conditions’ please help us achieve this 

and help ensure everyone has a great time by following the below points:

Please don’t handle, feed or harass the wildlife. When viewing the wildlife 

please keep noise to a minimum. Don’t surround, chase or approach the 

animals too closely. Excitedly jumping around and shouting at how amazing 

it is will only cause the animal to disappear, much to the annoyance of your 

fellow travellers! We are here to photograph the animals, not stress them 

out. We find most of our guests are wonderfully caring and sensitive towards 

wildlife, but if we decide it’s best to back away or move on, please respect our 

decision.

Be considerate of the other group members at all times. Share the best 

vantage points.

Look after the Wildlife

Look after your Fellow Photographers

Look after the Environment
“Take only photographs, leave only footprints.” Where possible please stay on 

the designated footpaths and walkways. Please recycle and dispose of litter in 

the appropriate bins.

Sign ‘Booking Terms & Conditions’

Sort travel insurance

Fill in medical form

Book flights 

Send to - tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com 

Join Facebook group

Read ‘Domestic Tour Camera Advice’ booklet 

My Checklist

Notes:

mailto:tours%40ChrisBrayPhotography.com?subject=
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PACKING CHECKLIST
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Raincoat 
Christmas Island is tropical. Although we are visiting at the end of the wet season, expect it to rain every afternoon. You’ll need a good raincoat 

and possibly even a rain cover for your camera and lens.

Sturdy, comfortable, closed-in walking shoes 
The locals on the Island swear by shoes like TEVA’s and Keens, fully enclosed shoes that have a sturdy sole but drain the water and dry quickly. 

Also a good idea to bring a pair of thongs to wear down to the beach before and after snorkelling.

Reef Shoes 
Although not a necessity, they can be handy when getting in and out of the canoes and boats on the Islands, and when going for short walks 

on the island or along the reefs. 

Sunscreen, mosquito repellent, polarised sunnies & a hat! 
Don’t forget a hat! Make sure it’s a wide-brimmed hat – and ideally without too stiff a brim (and certainly not a peaked baseball cap) as these 

stiff brims get in the way when you try and hold your camera up to your face. A draw-cord on your hat is not a bad idea, as it can get a bit 

windy! We recommend using spray-on insect repellent as it’s easier to apply without getting all over your hands and then having to touch 

camera equipment. 

 
Head torch 
Comes in handy when you’re shooting in the dark. We use and recommend ‘Led Lenser’ brand, ideally their USB rechargeable head torch the 

‘SEO 5R’ ors‘SEO 7R’ available from GearSupply.com.au for 10% off if you use our discount code of ‘GSCHRISB10’), 

Swimmers and snorkelling gear 
There will be plenty of opportunity to go snorkelling while we are on the water. It’s a good idea to consider bringing a ‘rash shirt’ / board shorts 

to prevent sunburn. If you don’t own your own snorkelling gear, it is possible to hire some on the island at a fee (about $5 a day for a mask 

and snorkel and $5 for fins x about 6 days and you’re  probably better off purchasing your own gear and bringing it with you to be honest.) 

If you are planning on purchasing snorkelling gear for the trip it can be a good idea to read this article on ‘How to pre-treat a new dive mask’ 

(http://scubaguru.com/how-to-pre-treat-a-new-dive-mask/), because new gear has the annoying tendency to fog up immediately when getting 

into the wate,  which can be frustrating for a first time snorkeler! But using the tips and tricks mentioned in the linked article, like cleaning your 

mask with toothpaste, can help prevent this from happening. 

Camera gear, including tripod & underwater camera  
See our ‘Domestic Tour Camera Advice’ booklet, if you are bringing a underwater camera like a go-pro you might also want to bring an 

extendable pole to mount it on while swimming.

Laptop & phone
Laptop Ideally with Adobe Photoshop Lightroom Classic installed, or at least some way of viewing your photos like an iPad etc. A backup hard 

drive (or some way to ensure you always have 2 copies of your photos). A phone is always god to bring for an alarm clock, and if you can pre-

download the Christmas Island Bird app you’ll have a list and information of the birds already on your phone. 

Power board
With in-built surge protector) for charging.

Other:

https://www.adobe.com/au/products/photoshop-lightroom-classic.html


J O I N  O U R  T O U R  T O  T H E

COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS

Imagine this: white sandy beaches occupied 
only by 100’s of hermit crabs, the taste of fresh 
coconut straight from the tree and spectacular 
snorkeling in a kaleidoscope of different corals 
and fish. This tour offers all this, and more! We’ll 
charter private boats to get you to the best 
snorkeling spots, have our own tour bus to get 
you to all the Island highlights and even explore 
uninhabited islands in our private motorised 
canoe tours. 

A true tropical paradise 
There is spectacular bird life to watch and 
photograph; turtles, dolphins, manta rays 
and maybe even dugongs to swim alongside; 
shipwrecks to dive; and picture perfect sunrises 
and sunsets to photograph, with silhouetted 
palm trees over sandy beaches. This really is the 
tropical paradise you’ve been dreaming about 
and we can’t wait to explore it with you!

 

For more information visit ChrisBrayPhotography.com

mailto:http://www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com?subject=


Highlights
• Motorised Canoe Tour around the Southern Islands with 

the opportunity to photograph turtles, hermit crabs and 
snorkel in crystal clear water. 

• Exclusive snorkeling tour to Direction Island, with the 
chance of snorkeling with dolphins, manta rays and even 
a dugong. 

• Staying at the well appointed Cocos Village Bungalows 
with all meals and some drinks included. 

• A driving tour of West Island to visit the local art gallery, 
‘The Barge’, and a farm with vibrantly coloured clams.
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WHY BOOK A CBP TOUR?

We offer the highest quality, small-group, unique operations focused on providing the access and luxuries 

the others don’t - such as exclusive charter of ships, planes & helicopters (doors-off for better photography) 

along with off-road & special access permits to get you closer - so we can give you what we know you want. For 

example, while other operators might book you a spot on a busy, regular scenic cruise, we’d privately charter 

the whole boat, relaxing the pace, giving you plenty of space and modifying the route for the best photogenic 

locations and timings. We delight in welcoming you to beautiful accommodation and providing fantastic food and 

other luxuries to ensure the tour is as much a wonderful holiday as it is a photographic experience.

Australia’s largest and most-loved photo tour operator for a reason
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Always putting YOU and YOUR photos first!
There to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve

Unlike some, we’re fully accredited and 

insured, obtain all the proper permits, 

respect and give back to the communities 

and environment, and employ industry 

best-practices such as holding your 

payments in a trust-fund, and have been 

awarded the tick from the Accredited 

Tourism Business Australia (Australian 

national symbol of tourism quality).  We 

don’t waste your time with ‘rest-days’ or 

surprise you with hidden costs.

Amazing
“Amazing! Our friendly photographer guides were so generous with their knowledge- and so patient 

with my lack of it! I’m already looking forward to my next tour” - L. Sim 

I loved it all....
“I really enjoyed this trip - there really was so much to see and do, and I loved it all! This tour was 

much better than I had ever hoped.” - L.Hurrion

www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com

Perhaps one of the key differences our guests keep saying is how we - unlike so many other operators - always put YOU and YOUR photos first, always 

there to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve - never getting in your way or even taking any photos 

ourselves unless every single guest is content. Our friendly pro photography guides are all young, energetic and up-to-date and are a pleasure to be 

around. Our goal is to help YOU have the best experience possible, improving YOUR photography, and helping YOU take the best photos!

If you’re still not convinced, then ask anyone who’s come away with us - our repeat guest rate speaks for itself: We’ve had entire tours sell-out solely 

with repeat guests, and if you’d like, we can put you in touch with a guest who’s already been on the tour your considering to ask their opinion.
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HOW TO BOOK
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You are required to pay a non-refundable deposit of $1,000 AUD per person, per trip, for your booking to be confirmed. If your booking is made after 

the due date for additional payment instalments, then the deposit, and all overdue instalments are required to confirm your booking.

If CBP accepts your booking, and once your deposit has been received, CBP will issue a booking confirmation invoice. A contract will then exist

between CBP from the date of the booking confirmation invoice. Following the initial non-refundable deposit, the final payment (balance) will be due:  

6 months before departure date, and is non-refundable and non-transferable to other CBP offerings.

If any of these payments are not paid on or before their due date, CBP reserves the right to treat your booking as cancelled.

If we don’t reach minimum numbers, we reserve the right to cancel the trip and refund all payments you make to us.

CBP Voyager Club Gold members receive 10% off loyalty bonus, Silver 5%.

Details of our cancellation policy etc are in our Booking Terms and Conditions document.

Payment Details

Questions? Please don’t hesitate to ask!
If you have any questions that are not answered in this document, please just ask tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com and we’ll let you know, and we’ll 

also then add that piece of information into this document for others in the future!

Thanks very much - we look forward to sharing our photo tour with you!

The CBP Team

www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com

tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com

https://chrisbrayphotography.com/downloads/tour_booking_conditions.pdf
mailto:tours%40ChrisBrayPhotography.com?subject=
mailto:http://www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com?subject=
mailto:tours%40ChrisBrayPhotography.com?subject=
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Information current as of Nov 2019 - Tour details subject to change. 
Booking terms and conditions apply - for details visit ChrisBrayPhotography.com.

mailto:http://www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com?subject=

