
C H R I S  B R A Y  P H O T O G R A P H Y

NORWAY
ORCA &

NORTHERN LIGHTS 



Experience two of the Arctic’s greatest spectacles. During the short 
daylight hours, photograph - and even swim with - the annual gathering 
of hundreds of Orca and Humpback whales feeding on schools of 
herring as well as breaching, spy-hopping and more. By night, capture 
the magic and reflections of the Northern Lights (Aurora Borealis) in 
this spectacular wintery wonderland - bang in the middle of one of the 
best regions in the world to see it. Stay as a small, private group of just 
8 guests tucked in a quiet, comfy guesthouse a stone’s throw from the 
water. IMPORTANT: Photographing in arctic Norway has it’s challenges: 
you’ll need to have good camera gear to handle high ISO, warm clothing 
and remember that we can’t control the weather or the wildlife – there’s 
a chance the herring might overwinter somewhere else and cloud 
could hide the aurora. We think it’s a risk worth taking for such a unique 
experience!

Tour runs in November
Hosts: Till Simons & Louise Wright

€6,495 EUR per guest (max 8), twin 
share, 7 nights. Includes all meals and 
accommodation. 

Highlights
•  Photographing Orca and Humpback whales as they feed on the 

Herring during the (brief) hours of daylight.
• Opportunity to snorkel with Orca and Humpback whales (hire your 

own drysuit).
• Photographing the Northern Lights.
• Time for one-on-one help, lightroom, iMovie and timelapse 

tutorials.

Two of the Arctic’s Greatest Spectacles
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ORCA & 
NORTHERN LIGHTS

PHOTO TOUR



Want to brush up on your photography skills before we go? 

The fastest way to get off ‘Auto’ and unlock the creative potential of your camera.

http://www.chrisbrayphotography.com/courses/

Online photography course videos 
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Our driver will pick you up from your accommodation in Tromso city or the 

airport during the late morning. We’ll drive approximately 3 hours north, 

admiring the low lighting between the towering snow-capped mountains 

and fjords before we meet with the ferry that’ll take us to our remote 

island ‘Uløybukt’. We’ll settle you into our comfortable, quiet guest-house 

accommodation that you’ll be calling ‘home’ for the next week. It’s actually 

two apartments in one huge house; one has 2 bedrooms, a bathroom and 

sauna and the other 4 bedrooms, 2 toilets and a shower. Each has their own 

kitchen with a mini bar and tea and coffee making facilities and a comfortable 

lounge room for photo editing and presentations during the week. Separate 

to this, 100m away down beside the water is our dining building (just for 

us). Once you’ve settled in we’ll have a welcome hot drink, get you fitted into 

your insulated boat pants and jackets that you’ll be wearing during the daily 

boat excursions and conduct a welcome slide show before a hearty dinner. 

Make sure all your batteries (and spare batteries) are charged and memory 

cards empty ready for the action to start tomorrow - or even tonight, with 

the aurora!

Over the next 6 days we’ll get into a good routine that’ll start with a 

hearty breakfast followed by layering up into our insulated boat suits 

(or dry suits for those that are swimming) and departing on our two 

fast boats to where the whale and orca activity is, which could take 

any where between 20mins to 1hr.  We’ll have you there by sunrise to 

photograph orcas and humpbacks in the foreground with the towering 

snow-capped mountains bathed in a soft pink glow in the background, 

just as the sun skims slowly across the mountain range. The sun will only 

be up for a few hours in which time we hope to photograph all sorts of 

humpback whale behavior including tail slapping, breaching, bubble net 

feeding, diving or just cruising past, as well as orca behaviour including 

spy-hopping, hunting and even breaching before the sun soon starts 

to set again behind the mountains. The setting sun giving us another 

chance in the golden to photograph backlit humpback whale and orca 

blows. 

While absolutely unforgettable, the snorkeling here is not for the faint 

hearted. If you do plan on jumping in with the humpback whales and 

orca, you’ll have to be wearing a dry suit (which you’ll have to either bring 

from home or try and pre-organise to hire in Tromso) and be sitting 

waiting on the back of the boat for the command of our expert captain 

who will be trying to position the boat in the best possible place so when 

you drop in you’ll be right on top of the action, be that right where the 

whales are swimming past, watching them feed on a nearby bait ball or 

even witness them bubble net feeding. There’s a lot of waiting, though, 

the water is icy cold (about 5 degrees C), visibility is poor (about 10m) 

and it’s very dark for photography under there (GoPro’s do surprisingly 

well and you can even put them on a stick and hold them in from the 

boat rather than swim, but for bigger cameras you’ll be on about ISO 

8000 and f/2.8 to even get 1/250th sec).

ITINERARY

Day 1: Tromso to Uløybuktis Day 2 - 7: Uløybuktis 
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Soon enough (after about 5-6hrs on the boat) it’ll be too dark to take any worthwhile photos so we’ll head home. On arrival, our cooks will greet us with 

a hearty hot soup that’ll warm us all up in no time.

 

You’ll have the late afternoon free to download and edit your photos and we’ll be running some Lightroom & iMovie tutorials as well as offering one–on-

one photography sessions for anyone who would like it through the week. We’ll also be around to help you create time-lapse videos from any aurora 

sequences you’ve managed to capture.

As soon as it’s dark (and clear) enough we’ll all be keeping a keen watch on the sky for the Northern Lights. If we (or our staff) see anything happening, 

we’ll make an announcement and help you set up the perfect Northern Lights shot and/or time lapse. All you really need is a wide-angle lens, a tripod, 

some warm clothes and not too much cloud cover! Only 100m walk from our private guesthouse is a convenient deck to set up on, looking out across 

the fjord with an old wharf leading into the foreground as the reflections of the Aurora turn the whole surface green. Amazing!

We have allowed 6 full days here as nature is unpredictable and it’s possible that we’ll encounter some ‘bad weather days’ where we might not be able 

to go out on the boats at all. If this is the case we can always run more tutorials and one-on-one sessions and (depending on how bad the weather is 

outside) there are some easy walks nearby to photograph alpine lakes and old barns surrounded by mountains.
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After an early breakfast we’ll be offering you a transfer back to your booked Tromso city hotel or the airport. You’ll be heading back home with a hard 

drive full of photos and videos and hopefully several once in a lifetime experiences. We should arrive in Tromso at around midday, so if you are flying 

out that afternoon please make sure that your flight is booked after 2:00PM.

Day 8: Uløybuktis to Tromso 

Please Be Aware When Booking
This tour is unlike any of out other tours (such as Kenya or the Galapagos for example, where the weather is warm, the days are long and usually sunny 

and we can guarantee a huge diversity and abundance of wildlife and birdlife every day). This is an extreme photography tour going to an extreme 

environment in the Northern Arctic of Norway.  Photographing in Arctic Norway has its challenges. This is boundary-pushing photography and we have 

zero control over the weather or nature. When you book this tour you need to understand that we will always do our absolute best to give you the very 

best photo opportunities, we are going at the very best time of year and are located in the very best spot to see the marine activity and northern lights, 

but we cannot guarantee either. We could have 7 nights of cloud cover, and we can’t guarantee that the herring will show up in the same spot they did 

last year and without the herring, there will be no Orca or Humpback whales. The herring do randomly decide to change their wintering grounds every 

handful of years and they recently did this in 2017. Scientists expect them to stay in this area for the next few seasons at least, but no-one knows for 

certain. Also you may need to buy some extra warm clothing and shoes, find or hire your own drysuit if you want to snorkel, and have a camera that 

you’re comfortable using with very high ISO’s (of 8000 or more). This trip is totally amazing and a unique, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, but we just 

need to ensure you come with the right expectations. It’s an adventure, and an incredible one at that.
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ABOUT NORWAY
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The trip will run in Norway’s Autumn season, which is has the potential to be wet as 

statistically 43% of November days receive some rain. 

Norway is a Nordic country, but it is affected by the Gulf Stream, so its climate is less 

cold than you might think, especially in comparisons to countries on a similar latitude. 

That said October/November does see the temperature drop as winter approaches. 

Average high in Tromso is roughly 4 degrees Celsius, with an average low down at -2 

degrees. It can get down to -7 or -8 degrees easily at night, though, and if winter comes 

earlier than expected it can get down to -30 degrees unexpectedly. You’ll therefore 

need to pack some thermals and big jackets. 

Predicting what you should wear is difficult, but having access to wind and rainproof 

outer clothing is essential regardless. The conventional wisdom of “layering” is not so 

true when you are just standing around in cold temperatures (photographing). So a 

puffy down parka will do a great job of keeping you warm if you have a sweater and 

thermals underneath. See the clothing section for more info so you’re adequately 

prepared.

Climate

Norway is not a member of the Euro-zone. The currency is the Norwegian Kroner (NOK). 

Money can be exchanged at the airport upon arrival and international credit cards are 

accepted almost everywhere, however they may incur a surcharge fee. 

Credit card transactions usually require the use of a PIN for identification purposes 

rather than a signature. Shops in Norway may not accept cards that do not have chip 

and PIN technology.

Money and Currency

As far as mobile reception goes you should have service almost everywhere. To access networks overseas, you’ll simply need to call your mobile service 

provider and ask them to enable global roaming before you leave. Depending on your provider, it can still be expensive to make and receive calls though! 

To avoid substantial data roaming fees, it’s a good idea to turn your phone’s ‘data’ or ‘data roaming’ to OFF when overseas.

It might also be a good idea to re-record your voicemail message before you go, just so that if anyone does try to contact you, they’ll know that you’re away 

having fun in Norway and won’t keep calling you!

There is Internet at our accommodation and you should have reliable Wi-Fi connection from your rooms.

Mobile Phone Reception and Internet Access

Time Zone: Observes Central European Time (UTC +1)

Currency: Norwegian Kroner (NOK)

Electricity: 230V. Plug type F.

Safety
In general, crime is not a problem at all in Norway so there is little to be concerned about. There are no ‘rough areas’, especially not in the sleepy fishing 

town we’ll be staying, so as long as you use basic common sense and etiquette, safety is not a worry.
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There will be electricity to recharge your cameras, laptops and devices in your rooms. To make this process quicker we suggest you bring a power board 

that has a surge protector so you can charge all of your electronics at the same time. This is much easier than bringing multiple adapters. Surge Protectors 

are a very good idea when traveling overseas. While we’ve not had any bad experiences, using a surge protector when charging things like a laptop will 

help prevent any electricity spikes damaging your electronics. In Norway the power sockets are of type F. The standard voltage is 230 V and the standard 

frequency is 50 Hz. Type F sockets (also known as “Schuko”) also work with plug type C and plug type E.

Electricity and Power

While we don’t ban smoking on our tours, we generally encourage guests not to smoke on tour if 

possible. If you do choose to smoke while on tour, we just ask that you be mindful of your fellow 

tour guests by smoking discreetly in designated smoking areas away from the group, communal 

dining areas and accommodation rooms (particularly if sharing a room with someone else on the 

tour). Some of our past tour guests have actually decided to use our tour as an opportunity to 

cut back on their smoking habit or quit altogether and have seen lasting results upon returning 

home. Why not give it a shot this time around, we’ll be cheering you on from the sidelines.

Smoking

Drinking Water
The tap water is safe to drink in Norway. We recommend bringing a re-usable water bottle so you 

can re-fill your bottle daily from the tap. It’s actually very easy to get dehydrated in cold climates so 

make sure you re-fill and drink water regularly, more often than you’d perhaps ordinarily think to. 

We have chartered two small but fast boats with two very knowledgeable captains. We’ll have 4 guests and one guide on each boat and guests will rotate 

between the different boats, guests and guides daily so you all get a turn with different guides, captains and fellow tour guests. There is a bit of moving 

around and shuffling when on the boat so please be patient with your fellow tour guests, and rotate often for the best shooting views. Depending on where 

the whale activity is centered it can take between 20min and 1hr to get from our accommodation to the heart of the activity. During these journeys we’ll be 

travelling at fast speeds so be sure to pack the right clothing and equipment for these conditions – without it the wind chill can really cut through you. There 

is no ‘under cover’ or ‘dry-storage’ area on the boats so it’s good to have a dry bag handy incase of rain so you can protect your camera gear if necessary. 

Generally we are out on the boats from about 8:30 am to 2:30 pm each day, depending on the light and weather, and there is no toilet onboard. For the 

gents it’s easy enough to go off the back of the boat and for the ladies it’s possible to squat off the back of the boat (this is a little cold and not entirely 

comfortable, but doable if ‘nature calls’).  Just make sure to let your captain know so they can slow down the boat and ensure the group are all looking for 

Orca in the other direction.

Our Boats

Laundry
You don’t need to bring 8 pairs of shirts and undies; there is access to a waster and dryer in the basement of our apartments. It’s best if you bring your own 

laundry powder, though. 
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GETTING  
ORGANISED

Before You Go
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Norway is a party to the Schengen Convention, along with a number of other European countries. 

This allows Australians  (and citizens of other nations that are part of the Schengen Convention) 

to enter without a visa for tourism in most circumstances (if planning to spend less than 90 days 

within a 180 day period in the ‘Schengen area’). This means that you can enter the Schengen 

area and move between the member countries with a single Schengen ‘visa’ that you receive 

at your first Schengen entry point, provided a “date stamp” is placed in your passport by the 

immigration officer upon arrival. Make sure your passport is valid for at least six months from 

the date you intend to return to Australia.

Flights
The price does NOT include flights from your hometown to Tromso (Norway), nor your return flight back home. We have our own award winning travel 

agent who is more than happy to help you find and book the best flights and travel insurance. Just email us if you’d like us to put you in touch with them 

(Tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com).

We recommend that you fly into Tromso at least one day before the tour starts as a bit of a buffer in case your bags don’t turn up, you have any delayed 

flights en route and to help you get over jet lag before the tour! The tour will begin in the late morning on day 1, so if you’re planning on flying into Tromso 

the day the tour begins, please make sure to arrive early in the morning. On the last day of the tour we should have you back in Tromso city or airport by 

12 midday, so you are welcome to book any flight departing Tromso from 2 PM on wards. If you would rather stay one more night in Tromso we can eas-

ily drop you off at your city hotel. Once you have booked your flights, please email us a copy of your flight itinerary (Tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com).

Entry into Norway

Our Voyager Club Facebook Group is for those 

who’ve been on (or are about to go on) a Chris Bray 

Photography Tour. This is a space to e-meet fellow 

travellers, ask questions of veteran travellers and 

generally get excited (or reminisce) about the trip 

of a lifetime! You must be booked in to join (or to 

contribute), but feel free to check it out and read what 

people have said.

Chris Bray Photography Voyager Club

A lot of people have asked us what we would 

recommend for any pre/post tour activities while in 

Norway. To be honest November is ‘shoulder’ season 

for Norway, the summer activities are not in operation 

and nor are the winter activities. Activities like dog or 

reindeer sledding are not available this time of year 

as there is not enough snow. There are still lots of 

museums open and walks to go on, but just bear the 

shoulder season in mind when planning your pre/post 

tour activities.  

Activites Pre/Post Tour

Hotel Bookings Pre/Post Tour
If arriving into Tromso the day before the tour (or staying a night after the tour), please arrange your own accommodation at a hotel or lodge that suits you. 

We will pick you up (or drop you off) directly from your chosen accommodation. Some hotels previous guests have enjoyed staying at include the Radisson 

Blue Hotel, Thorn Polar Hotel and the Clarion Hotel Aurora, but of course there are many to choose from and we can pick you up from anywhere in the city.

 

If you are arriving the day before the tour make sure to go to the Riso Mat Kaffeebar for the best coffee in Tromso (and maybe the world) and check the 

weather for the week (although it’s always very changeable). If that first night pre-tour looks like the clearest night for the entire week, make sure you take 

yourself on a Northern Lights viewing tour – don’t let any clear nights go to waste for seeing the Northern Lights!
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Travel insurance
Chris Bray Photography will not be liable for any 

damage to your camera gear or equipment, nor 

your personal health or wellbeing. You MUST obtain 

your own travel insurance and we recommend that 

you organise this insurance as soon as you have 

paid the initial deposit on the tour. This insurance 

should cover you against any damage to your 

property (camera gear) and any financial loss due 

to an unexpected cancellation (see our payment 

Terms & Conditions). Once again, our travel agent 

is very willing and able to help secure you the best 

deal here – just let us know if you’d like us to put 

you in touch with them. Once you’ve organised 

your insurance, please email a copy of your policy 

through to tours@ChrisBrayphotography.com.

Transfers on Day 1 of the tour (either from your 

hotel or from the airport) are included in the cost, 

as is your transfer to the airport on the last day 

(day 8). If arriving the day before the tour, or staying 

somewhere afterwards, airport transfers to/from 

the airport to your hotel are not included.

Airport Transfers

As a general rule, we recommend you bring all your important gear (or at least as much as possible) with your carry-on luggage. This includes your camera, 

chargers, laptop etc. – anything that would completely ruin your trip if it got lost. Of course baggage delay or lost items are quite unlikely but it will make 

you feel better to carry your “essentials” with you. 

There are no luggage restrictions for this trip, aside from those imposed by your airline, however we still ask that you’re reasonable in your packing 

approach. There is no need to pack the kitchen sink!

Checked-in baggage
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We are renting 2 apartments to be shared between 8 guests and 2 guides. So all accommodation is twin share (unless arranged separately) with shared 

bathroom facilities. The downstairs apartment has two bedrooms, a lounge room, kitchen, generous sized bathroom and sauna while the upstairs 

apartment (level 2 / 3) has 4 bedrooms, 2 separate toilets, one shower, kitchen and a lounge room. All bedrooms have two single beds and like most 

houses in Scandinavia the bedrooms can be small but we assure you there is plenty of space to spread out and do your photo editing in the lounge 

areas of both apartments.  

There is a basement below the apartments to store any equipment that needs drying, like your dry suits or insulated boat suits as well as a washer and 

dryer for you to use at your own convenience.   

Accommodation Arrangements

All meals will be provided and we will have our own 

private cook preparing them, along with our own 

private eating area for the week. Keep in mind we are 

staying in a very remote fishing village in the northern 

arctic of Norway. Fresh fruit, vegetables and red 

meat are hard to come by but freshly caught fish can 

be plentiful. While we will do the best that we can 

(including flying in a dedicated cook for the week), 

it’s not going to be 5 star gourmet restaurant meals. 

However, all meals will be hearty, home cooked 

share platters that I’m sure you’ll find warm and filling 

during the long dark nights. 

Drinks are not included in the tour price. The 

apartments come fully stocked with an honesty mini 

bar. To give you an indication of prices, 1 beer or a 

glass of wine is 5 Euros and a good bottle of wine is 

about 50 Euros. Soft drink is also available at an extra 

cost. You’ll just need to tally up the drinks you had by 

the end of the week and pay the kitchen staff, ideally 

in cash (Euros) or otherwise with the equivalent in 

Danish Krone. You can bring your own drinks if you 

would prefer, however please only drink these in 

the apartments and not in the restaurant / common 

dining area where they are selling drinks.  

Food and Drink

We will create a personal online profile for you in our Voyager Club online portal and send the login details to you by email (if you haven’t already been 

using it for previous tours). This login will make it easy for you to sign in, upload your details and confirm the T&Cs for the tour. It’s important that you fill 

in all the medical details and keep these up to date. It’s not that we care what medication you take, but if you are involved in an accident and end up in 

hospital for some reason, we need this information on hand to pass onto medical staff. So please complete the medical form honestly and openly, with 

this in mind.

Once you’re logged into the portal the first time you can update your password to something more memorable, making it easy to update your details 

anytime!

Medical Info and Online Voyager Portal

In Case of Emergency
We’ll have a satellite phone at all times that’ll work just about everywhere in the world. We are also trained in first aid. We will carry an extensive first 

aid kit, although you must bring any personal medication which you may likely need. If you carry ‘life saving’ medication (like an EpiPen for anaphylaxis), 

please let us know where you keep this at the start of the tour. 
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Itinerary Info
The exact order of the itinerary may be shuffled around and tweaked due to 

weather, but you can rest assured knowing that we’ll be working flat-out to get 

you to all the best places, for the best photos possible. 

Fitness Level
Most of this tour is physically easy – you will just need to clamber on / off the 

boats (but our captains and guides are on hand to help you should you find 

this challenging). There is about a 100m / 150m walk between the apartments 

and our communal dining area, boat dock and best Northern Lights viewing 

area. There may be the opportunity to do a few shorter walks to alpine lakes 

but these walks are not essential. 

Sea Sickness
The program focuses on boat trips. In case you suffer from seasickness you should bring some sea-sickness medication, ginger tablets, pressure bands 

or whatever works best for you. 

Snorkelling
This is an activity for the experienced and very confident snorkellers only. Snorkelling in water this cold can literally take your breath away and colliding with 

a whale is also a potential risk. The water temperature is 2 degrees Celsius and is far from clear (in fact a lot of our guests had more fun and got better 

footage by dangling their go pros in the water on an extension pole from the boat). You’ll also need to bring or hire all your own snorkeling gear (including 

dry suit, hood & gloves). There won’t always be a guide snorkeling with you and you’ll need to be able to independently get yourself on/off the boat with 

no assistance or ladder. We recommend that snorkelers have diving experience and are accustomed to being ‘dropped’ off in the deep blue from a boat, 

rather than simply having shore based snorkeling experience. If you are interesting in hiring diving gear please contact Bjorn and Johanna Petersen at 

Tromso dive center. Email: bjorn@dykkersentret.no. Facebook: www.facebook.com/Dykkersentret/. We apologise in advance if they are difficult to contact 

or communicate with. We will not communicate with the dive centre on your behalf and please be aware that their normal opening hours are Monday 

to Friday (and our tour starts and finishes on a Sunday) so you may need to fly in a few days early in order to pick up your gear, or make special pick up 

arrangements with the dive centre. You’ll also need to make sure your travel insurance covers you for this type of activity. If you are intending to snorkel 

please let us know in advance.

As mentioned, this tour is unlike any of our other tours (for example Kenya or the Galapagos, where the weather is warm and the animals come right 

up to you). This is an extreme photography tour going to an extreme environment, which is part of the attraction ofthis part of the world. We have no 

control over the weather or nature, though. When you book this tour you need to understand that we will always do our absolute best to give you the very 

best photo opportunities, we are going at the very best time of year (and to the best location) for the northern lights and herring but we can’t guarantee 

anything. For example it’s possible we could have 7 nights of cloud cover and we can’t guarantee that the herring will show up in the same spot they did 

in 2018 (although scientists expect that they will). While we can’t guarantee anything, travelling to these remote and extreme places is part of the appeal 

and if the 2018 tours are anything to go by, it’ll be a sensational experience. But we do need to communicate this, to ensure you book the tour the tour 

with the right expectations.

Itinerary Reminder
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WHAT TO PACK
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If the weather is bad it’s possible we could face temperatures down to minus 30°C. Therefore you need to pack thermals and be proactive in preparing to 

stay warm. Layering is not necessarily the best option when standing in the cold (photographing). Layering is great if your heat output varies frequently, 

such as when climbing or hiking, but loft and air are what really insulate you against the cold. So a puffy down parka will do a great job with a sweater 

underneath. 

Clothing

Puffy down jacket – Brands like Canadian Goose or Fjellräven Arctic Parka are made for the arctic, these can be very expensive but you might 

be able to pick one up for a reasonable price second hand online. Other brands like North Face, Mac Pac, Arrteryx might be more commonly 

found in Australian outdoor stores. 

Under garments – Under your down jacket you’ll still need to wear other layers, like an Icebreaker Marino wool long sleeve thermal top and 

a fleece or woolen jumper. You should have a good pair of thermal leggings, we use icebreaker Marino wool and wear these under our jeans 

or safari pants with our insulated boat pants on top or gortex rain pants. If you have a pair of ski pants these can be handy to wear when we 

are standing out in the cold (not moving around much) photographing the northern lights. This is personal preference as most people survived 

without ski pants on our 2018 tours. 

Gloves – You’ll want a lighter pair of gloves that you can wear while still operating your camera and you will want to wear these during the day 

when out photographing on the boats. We would also recommend brining a heavier pair of gloves (like ski gloves) to wear over the top of these 

during some of the fast boat journeys or when we are out photographing the northern lights and you’re not operating your camera all the time 

or changing your settings too much. You might also like to buy some hand warmers to put inside your gloves for the extra cold mornings or 

evenings. 

Beanies (balaclavas?) – A good woolen beanie and or balaclava is a good idea to keep your head (and face) warm. 

Scarfs / neck warmers – These can be handy to keep your face & neck warm. 

Socks – Thick pairs of woolen socks are a must.

Shoes – Your feet (and hands) will always be the first part of your body to get cold! If you are spending a bit of time in the arctic, planning to come 

back or just want to have warm and toasty feet we would recommend purchasing a pair of snow boots like Sorell or Baffin Boots. However, these 

can be big, bulky and expensive. Most of the group in previous years survived with a good pair of hiking boots or walking shoes and purchased 

some toe / foot warmers to put inside their shoes for the extra cold days. This worked a treat! Previous guests have also purchased ‘ice grippers’ 

to wrap around their shoes to give them better grip when walking on the ice. Again these are not a necessity and most of the group survived 

without these last year, but if you are worried about slipping on the ice you might be able to find a pair at one of the many outdoor stores in 

Tromso before the tour starts. They are essentially like screws, attached to some rubber that you can bend and stretch to fit around your shoe 

and this will give you extra grip for walking on icy (slippery) surfaces. 

Wet weather gear – For the most part when we are in the boats we’ll be wearing our insulated boat suits that are also waterproof and if we are 

out photographing the northern lights chances are it’s a clear night with no rain anyway. You might want to bring your rain pants / rain coat incase 

of a ‘bad weather day’ and we go for a walk instead of going out on the boats but that’s totally optional. We always travel with ours, however.  

Goggles – If you have a pair of ski goggles these can be handy to wear during the fast boat trips. If you don’t already have a pair, this is fine, most 

people didn’t need them on our 2018 tours. 

Clothing Check-list
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Personal medication & toiletries - shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, toothpaste, etc. and laundry powder if you want to do some washing.

Reusable water bottle - We’d recommend either one from Nalgene or Camelbak. We particularly like the “Eddy” by Camelbak. 

Insulated thermos (that doesn’t leak!) - Each morning we recommend filling your thermos with hot chocolate (or any other hot drink) putting it 

in your camera bag and taking it out in the boat to enjoy at your convenience during the day. Just make sure your thermos doesn’t leak!  

An absorbent travel towel is also a great accessory to have, to quickly give your camera a wipe down after any rain. Sea to Summit has many 

different travel towels in different sizes and colours.

Head torch - A head torch allows two free hands for a better handling of your camera. Check the on-off switch before purchasing, as you will be 

operating the head torch with gloves. We recommend the USB rechargeable Led Lenser SEO 5R or SEO 7R, available from GearSupply.com.au 

for 10% off with coupon code GSCHRISBR10

A good book - There is a bit of down time in the afternoons when it’s dark. Most of the time people choose to use this time for photo editing, or 

having a nap, however a good book is another good option.  

USB stick - Makes it easier to share photos with your fellow travellers during the tour. 

Other Items to Pack
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Camera: With high ISO ability.

Tripod: This is absolutely essential for northern lights photography. A tall tripod will be more comfortable, as you will be aiming the camera up 

towards the sky. Squatting under a short tripod cranking your neck can quickly get very uncomfortable. We recommend a good ball head on the 

tripod as well, to make reframing shots quicker and easier. See our International Camera Info document for some recommendations.

Lenses: A good wide, standard and telephoto zoom lens. Whales and birds will largely be photographed with a telephoto zoom lens (eg 100-

400mm) and the northern lights will be captured with a good wide-angle lens. The faster your lenses (i.e. the smaller the f/number they can 

reach) the better for low light photography.

Timer device/Cable release: These prevent cameras and tripods shaking when pressing the shutter button. They also allows for exposures 

in excess of 30 seconds. Some wireless remotes only offer exposure options of up to 30 seconds (or only trigger your camera and do nothing 

else). Make sure to check the model you have if you plan on using a wireless remote. We also recommend the Pluto Trigger Trap if you’d like 

to do time lapse images.

Cards and Batteries: San Disk is a flash card manufacturer with a line of cards called “Extreme” which are made especially for extreme 

temperatures. Our personal experience with these cards has been quite good. We also recommend bringing at least one spare battery (ideally 

two) as cold weather saps battery power quickly, as do long exposures. Keep your spare batteries warm in your jacket pocket. Switching them 

out occasionally will also help keep the power a little longer.

Drone: It’s possible to do some fantastic drone photography but if we’re honest, it’s also exceptionally difficult. You need to be very well 

practiced at launching the drone from your hand, and ideally catching it from a rocking boat. It can be risky so it’s not for the faint hearted. 

Gopro: Our guests have had a lot of fun sticking their GoPros on an extendable pole and getting some very cool underwater footage when an 

orca or humpback whale comes by. Would recommend purchasing some kind of fold out or extendable stick attachment for your GoPro before 

departure. We can help you with the settings when you get here. 

Rain cover for your camera and lens: The whales are still active in the rain so, providing it’s not blowing a gale, so are we! Make sure you have 

a rain cover that’ll protect your camera and telephoto lens. 

Waterproof bag: It’s a good idea to bring a dry bag with you that can fit your camera and a few other essentials inside it. There are no ‘dry areas’ 

on the boats so if it does rain, you’ll want your camera gear inside a dry bag to protect it! 

Laptop: Ideally with Adobe Lightroom installed. Alternatively bring some other device for viewing photos like an iPad etc. 

Powerboard: For charging devices, ideally with an in-built surge protector.

Camera Gear
You can read more about what camera equipment we recommend bringing 

with you in our International Camera Information document, but we highly 

recommend taking note of the list below.

At this high latitude, there is only 3 to 4 hours of daylight at this time of year, 

and even then the lighting is low. You will need to be confident in your camera’s 

ability to shoot decent photos of whales, birds and any other wildlife using 

at least at ISO 1600 or higher! I imagine older, entry-level cameras will really 

struggle at high ISO’s, resulting in images with more ‘noise’ (grainy effect).

Low Light Photography

Camera Gear Check-list
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Code of conduct
The aim of the tour is to have an enjoyable time learning and practising 

photography with like-minded people, photographing some of the most 

amazing subjects in the world while also lapping up a few of life’s little 

luxuries. CBP also aims to allow our guests to appreciate the natural world in 

a sustainable manner, so future generations can continue to experience its 

beauty. As per our ‘Booking Terms and Conditions’ please help us achieve this 

and help ensure everyone has a great time by following the below points:

Please don’t handle, feed or harass the wildlife. When viewing the wildlife 

please keep noise to a minimum. Don’t surround, chase or approach the 

animals too closely. Excitedly jumping around and shouting at how amazing 

it is will only cause the animal to disappear, much to the annoyance of your 

fellow travellers! We are here to photograph the animals, not stress them 

out. We find most of our guests are wonderfully caring and sensitive towards 

wildlife, but if we decide it’s best to back away or move on, please respect our 

decision.

Be considerate of the other group members at all times. Share the best 

vantage points.

Look after the wildlife

Look after your fellow photographers

Look after the environment
“Take only photographs, leave only footprints.” Where possible please stay on 

the designated footpaths and walkways. Please recycle and dispose of litter in 

the appropriate bins.

Tick the booking terms & conditions (online)

Sort travel insurance

Fill in medical form (online)

Book flights 

Email Flights and Insurance to CBP 

Join Facebook group

Read ‘International Camera Advice’ booklet, 

My Checklist

Notes:
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WHY BOOK A CBP TOUR

We seek out the world’s most extraordinary wildlife, landscape and cultural experiences then tour small groups 

there in comfort, providing unique access away from the crowds with exclusive charter of ships, aircraft, vehicles 

and remote lodges for not only the most incredible, unhurried photography opportunities on Earth, but also 

an amazing holiday. Our friendly, professional photography guides are on hand to help you improve your 

photography (be that on a pro DSLR or iPhone) ensuring you get the best possible shots. 

Australia’s largest and most-loved photo tour operator for a reason
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Always putting you and your photos first!
There to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve

Unlike many, we’re fully accredited and 

insured, obtain all the proper permits, 

respect and give back to the communities 

and environment, and employ industry 

best-practices. We have been awarded 

the tick from the Accredited Tourism 

Business Australia (Australian national 

symbol of tourism quality).  We don’t 

waste your time with ‘rest-days’ or 

surprise you with hidden costs.

More than I could have imagined
“The trip was certainly amazing and more than I could have imagined, this was again due to 

the professional and amazing company you run.  The orca and humpback activity was superb 

and being able to share so much time in the water with those amazing animals was something 

so special to me which I will remember for a life time!! “ J. Russell

Unforgettable
“The trip was fantastic, the wonder of being surrounded by so many orcas and humpbacks 

swimming, spy hopping and even breaching was unforgettable. Add to this the amazing 

Northern Lights, plus reindeer migrating through the fjord, it was definitely a special 

experience and photography opportunity.” C. Cattigan

Perhaps one of the key differences our guests keep saying is how we - unlike so many other operators - always put YOU and YOUR photos first, always 

there to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve - never getting in your way or even taking any photos 

ourselves unless every single guest is content. Our friendly pro photography guides are all young, energetic and up-to-date and are a pleasure to be 

around. Our goal is to help YOU have the best experience possible, improving YOUR photography, and helping YOU take the best photos!

If you’re still not convinced, then ask anyone who’s come away with us - our repeat guest rate speaks for itself: We’ve had entire tours sell-out solely 

with repeat guests, and if you’d like, we can put you in touch with a guest who’s already been on the tour your considering to ask their opinion.
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HOW TO BOOK
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You are required to pay a non-refundable deposit of €1,000 EUR per person, per trip, for your booking to be confirmed. If your booking is made after 

the due date for additional payment instalments, then the deposit, and all overdue instalments are required to confirm your booking.

If CBP accepts your booking, and once your deposit has been received, CBP will issue a booking confirmation invoice. A contract will then exist

between CBP from the date of the booking confirmation invoice. Following the initial non -refundable deposit, the following payments will be due: 

First payment of 50% of tour price is due 12 months before the departure date and the final payment (the balance) is due 6 months before departure 

date. Once made, both of these payments become non-refundable and non-transferable to other CBP offerings.

If any of these payments are not paid on or before their due date, CBP reserves the right to treat your booking as cancelled. 

If we don’t reach minimum numbers, we reserve the right to cancel the trip and refund all payments you make to us.

CBP Voyager Club Gold members receive 10% off loyalty bonus, Silver 5%.

Details of our cancellation policy etc are in our Booking Terms and Conditions document.

Payment Details

Questions? Please don’t hesitate to ask!
If you have any questions that are not answered in this document, please just ask tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com and we’ll let you know, and we’ll 

also then add that piece of information into this document for others in the future!

Thanks very much - we look forward to sharing our photo tour with you!

The CBP Team

www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com 

tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com 
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Information current as of December 2018 - Tour details subject to change - 
Booking terms and conditions apply - for details visit ChrisBrayPhotography.com.


